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Garden Times Newsletter for the
DECEMBER 2018

Please let us know if you have any questions or suggestions for the
newsletter! WE love YOUR input.

Things to come!

Dreaming, Doing, and Being for
the Future of Wintergarden

In November, we had a great time doing a little
bit of dreaming and visioning for the future of
Wintergarden. We have been living into the
mission of “feeding people” for about a year. And
we have been trying to figure out what this
means for our congregation and community. And
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friends, even after our conversations, we still
have a lot of work to fine-tune the next steps.
We spent time detailing out more about what our
values mean. We spent time doing some
dreaming with goals for our congregation. And
here is where we stand. 

First, our priority is to reach more people to grow
God’s church. Now is our time to buckle down
and work towards growing thechurchof Jesus
Christ, not just growing the congregation of
Wintergarden. In order to continue to do the
things we believe God is leading us too, we need
more people on this journey with us. 

Second, we have our hands in many
opportunities for sharing the message of love,
hope, and friendship in our community. The food
pantry; the community garden; the community
groups; serving through the Homeless Coalition;
the partnership with Murdock Middle School;
and worship, fellowship, and bible/book study
opportunities. The Session and a few others will
work through the details of implementing goals
connected to these current ministries in our
community. 

Third, in order to be the church we feel God is
calling us to be, we need to work towards greater
involvement at every level in our congregation. In
the stewardship packet you received by mail, a
survey was included with the time and talents
information for you to fill out and respond with
your thoughts. It is incredibly vital for everyone
to fill this information out. We truly want
everyone’s (meaning, members, friends, seasonal
participants) thoughts, hopes, and opinions.
There is also a link to this survey link that is
included for you to work on in case you are more
willing to do things electronically. 

Fourth, beginning in January, we are going to
start a journey in worship on what true vitality
means for smaller congregations that are
growing in ways that are healthy and sustainable.
We are going to dive deeper into God’s word to
truly discover what vitality, health, and
sustainability will mean for our specific context. 
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All of these efforts are connecting to the
importance of feeding people. Our journey is
going to truly explore how we feed people
physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually.
Let us know how you want to be part of this
journey as we move into 2019 together!

Blessings,

Pastor Devon

We are dedicating our gifts-our time, talents, and
resources- on Sunday, December 2. There will be
extra forms in the sanctuary on Sunday if you
forget to bring yours in. We truly need to look at
how we are putting God first in our living and
giving as we continue the mission God has called
our congregation too!

Thank you for prayerfully considering how to put
the mission of our congregation in your life,
work, and time.

1. Has anyone every heard of the VISTA
program? Well, AmeriCorps VISTA is a
national service program designed to
alleviate poverty. President John F.
Kennedy originated the idea for VISTA,
which was founded as Volunteers in
Service to America in 1965, and
incorporated into the AmeriCorps network
of programs in 1993. Sounds pretty cool,
right? Well, Wintergarden has been
approved through Keep Charlotte Beautiful
to have a full-time VISTA volunteer work
with our community to develop a
sustainable community garden and 24-
hour food pantry. Meetings begin in
January 2019 as we move forward with
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launching this ministry to our community
with even more efforts to help alleviate
poverty in Charlotte County!

2. Heather has started free piano lessons for
the community. She does accept donations
as well! We are able to do this through
receiving the Blessing Grant from Peace
River Presbytery.

3. A new AC system IS installed! No more
squeaking, no more prayers that it works,
and we can test out the heat pretty soon!
Thanks be to God for this amazing gift!

4. The Winter Garden Community Garden is
starting! If you are interested in having a
garden spot, talk with Weldon and he will
help you out. We are also in need of coffee
grinds, kitchen scraps (uncooked). For
those who have become dependent on food
pantries, we hope the community garden
and food forest will help them become less
dependent and more empowered to feed
their families! As we build the garden beds,
we want to create beds for the homeless to
use and for the children of our
congregation and community.

Check here every month for the quick updates
happening around Wintergarden!

Christmas Caroling

Do you enjoy listening or even singing Christmas
Songs? Don't think you can sing a tune? It

doesn't matter! Would you like to help us spread
some holiday cheer? If you answered yes to any

of these questions, then come out and join us on
Thursday, December 13th, to bring some holiday
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cheer to the residents at the Village Place
Retirement Center located at 18400 Cochran
Blvd. We will be meeting here at the church at
6:00 pm and then going over to the retirement

center.
Community Group Meetings

Alcoholics Anonymous
Meets Tuesday night AA Book Club meets in the
library at 7pm.

Meets Friday night Closed Men's Meeting meets
in the library at 7pm.

 
Charlotte Harbor Anthropological Society

Meets the 3rd Thursday of every month at
6:30pm. Here is information about about this
NEW community group.

The mission of the Charlotte Harbor
Anthropological Society is to:

Preserve and protect prehistoric sites
Educate and reform
Foster research and publication
Develop private/public partnerships to
advance historic tourism
Sponsor speakers and �eld trips

Narcotics Anonymous
Meets Sunday evenings in the library at 7pm.

 
Neighborhood Watch Groups

The Wintergarden Neighborhood Watch Group
takes place on the first Thursday of every month
at 6:00 pm. If you are interested in joining the
effort for this Neighborhood Watch Group,
contact Phil at chmpjf@yahoo.com or Neil at
ncaldeira044@gmail.com.
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The Tatum Lake Neighborhood Watch Group
takes place on the second Thursday of every
month at 6:00 pm. If you are interested in joining
this effort for this neighborhood watch group,
contact Jean at jeaneetie@yahoo.com.

The O’Hara Neighborhood Watch Group takes
place on the third Monday of every month at
6:00 pm. If you are interested in joining the
effort for this Neighborhood Watch Group,
contact Denise at twelve_d4three@yahoo.com.

 
Plant Based Foodies

Meets the first Monday of every month in the
Sanctuary for a whole foods plant based meal
with no oil and no salt. Meeting is from 6-8pm
and includes a potluck of yummy food, a recipe
demonstration, and information on what it
means to live a "Whole Food Plant Based
Lifestyle."

 
Visually Impaired Peer Support Group

Meets Tuesdays in the library from 11am-1pm.

 

Presbyterian Women

On December 20th, we continue our monthly
study on "God's Promise's: I am with you". Come
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out and join us as we discover what exciting
things God can show us and be with us. We meet
on the last Thursday of every month. Our next
meeting will be on January 31st @ 7pm. We hope
to see you there!

FREE Community Dinners

Join us and invite your friends to come for our
FREE community dinner the FIRST Sunday of
every month. But pay attention to the dates!

Mark your calendar for Sunday, December 2nd at
5:30 to join us for dinner. Invite your friends to
join us too! Also, it is our hope that those who
are single, feel lonely, need company, or are just
plain ole' hungry, will join us for our meal.

If you can, call the church and let us know you
are coming. 941-743-5335. Thanks!

Summer Sunday School

All are welcomed to join us for a new study on
the Book of Acts. After we journeyed with Paul in
"The Call," we thought it would be encouraging
and thought provoking to dig deeper into the
early days of the church and learn the stories of
churches beginning. The Book of Acts is also a
book about the importance of relying on the
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power of the Holy Spirit and learning to listen for
God's call. Hope to see you on Sunday, at
11:00am for this new bible study. Lamont
Andrews will continue to teach and learn with
you.
During December, the children and youth will
look at the stories of Jesus' birth and learn more
about how this impacts their lives each and every
day. They will meet every week for music with
Ms. Heather after worship, and meet with Pastor
Devon on the Sundays she is in town.

What Child is This?

As we venture through Advent and into
Christmas this year, we are going to be asking
the questions "What Child is This? and "Why Does
it Matter?" We will walk this journey through the
stories of the shepherd, wise men, Mary, and
Joseph. We hope you will join us on this Advent
journey this year!

Homeless Coalition Service
Opportunities

 

So, we hope to see you on Tuesday, December
18th at 4:30 to help us serve a meal to those who
are in need through the Homeless Coalition. Join
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us at 4:45 at the Coalition, located at 1476
Kenesaw St, Port Charlotte.

When Helping Hurts Book Study

CONTINUING WEDNESDAYS @ 6:30PM

DECEMBER 5 CHAPTERS 5-6

DECEMBER 12 CHAPTERS 10-11

“Unleashing and equipping people to effectively
help the poor requires repentance and the

realization of our own brokenness. When Helping
Hurts articulates a biblically based framework
concerning the root causes of poverty and its

alleviation." 

A path forward is found, not through providing
resources to the poor, but by walking with them
in humble relationships. Whether you’re involved
in short-term missions or long-term
empowerment of the poor, this book helps in
three key areas: 

1. Foundational Concepts- Who are the poor?

2. Principles- Should we do relief, rehabilitation,
or development?

3. Strategies- How can we help people effectively
here and abroad?”

If you are interested in reading and learning
together, books are $13 each. Please let Pastor
Devon know and she will order a book for you.
Looking forward to learning together on how we
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are helping our community as we continue to live
into feeding people.

Calendar Update
Our calendar is fully updated and LIVE on our
website. If you have questions on happenings at
church, please make sure you check the website.
Here is the link:
http://www.wintergardenpres.org/calendar/.

Heathy Recipes that Taste Good

Make-Ahead Apple
Crisp

Filling:

4 lbs. firm mixed apples
3/4 c. granulated sugar
3 tablespoons fresh lemon juice
4 tablespoons unsalted butter
1/4 cup heavy cream
1 1/2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon fine salt

Topping:

3/4 cup all-purpose flour
1/2 cup old-fashioned rolled oats
1/2 cup walnuts, coarsely chopped
1/3 cup granulated sugar
1 stick (8 tablespoons) unsalted butter, at
room temperature
Pinch fine salt
Confectioners' sugar, for dusting
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Vanilla ice cream, for serving, optional
Directions:

For the �lling: Peel and core the apples, and cut
them into 1/2-inch-thick slices. Toss them with
the granulated sugar and lemon juice. Melt the
butter in a large skillet over medium-high heat.
Add the apples, and cook, stirring occasionally,
until the firmer apples soften but still hold their
shape, 15 to 18 minutes. Add the cream, flour,
cinnamon and salt, and stir until the juices
thicken, about 2 minutes. Remove the skillet
from the heat, and let the filling cool completely.
Transfer it to a 9-by-13-inch baking dish.

For the topping: Mix the flour, oats, walnuts,
granulated sugar, butter and salt together in a
medium bowl, using your fingers to work the
butter into the flour, until the mixture comes
together and holds its shape when squeezed.

Drop small clumps of the topping over the filling,
and wrap the baking dish well with plastic wrap.
Label and date, and freeze for up to 2 weeks.

To serve: Position an oven rack in the top third
of the oven, and preheat to 350 degrees F.
Unwrap the crisp, and bake, frozen and
uncovered, until the filling is hot and bubbly and
the top is golden brown, 50 minutes to 1 hour.
Dust the crisp with confectioners' sugar, and
serve warm with scoops of vanilla ice cream if
you like.
Cook's Note:

To eat the crisp right away instead of freezing,
after adding the topping, bake the crisp until the
filling is hot and bubbly and the top is golden
brown, 35 to 40 minutes

O�ce Hours
Devon's office hours for December will be every
Wednesday. Feel free to stop by and see her!

Beckie's office hours are Wednesdays from 9 to
4. 

Volunteers in office on Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday from 10-12.
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Office Hours: Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 10-12.   Wednesdays 9 to 4.

Always remember, if there are any emergencies,
please do not hestitate to call Devon on her cell

phone at 941-525-6671. 

We give thanks to this team of people who help
make everything happen!

Session: Brian Ellsworth (Treasurer), Luther
Pringle, Joy Swails, Bob Swails (Clerk of

Session) and Barbara Woods. 

Pastor: Devon Andrews

Music Director: Heather DeGroot

Bookkeeper: Kari Albanes

Administrative Assistant: Beckie Tokarski 

Office Volunteers: Bob Swails (Mondays)

AV Assistant: Lamont Andrews and Daniel
Garland (thanks for volunteering!) 
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