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A year of becoming more VITAL!

            Servant leadership. What in the world does that mean? It means a lot of different things to different
people. As I think about being a servant leader, I think about how Jesus lived his life and how we interacted
with everyone he met. I think about the importance of empowering other people to be servants and leaders,
and how integral that was for the church to even begin. I wonder if Jesus hadn't empowered the disciples and
followers of the Way to be servant leaders if the church would have been a movement at all.

            According to the 7 vital signs of congregational vitality that PCUSA has put forth, empowering servant
leadership is key for the church to continue to be a movement and impact our world. Here is what is written
from the denomination: "All people of God, in the image of Christ, are given fruit of the Spirit and spiritual
gifts meant for building up the Church. In this way, we are all called to serve the Lord, to do our part in
membership of the body of Christ. Every part is necessary. Every part is valuable, and every voice is
important. Every person should be equipped, nurtured, and supported to use their gifts to glorify God,
through servant leadership; not just cliques of powerful people or continual burnout of the same leaders. In
keeping with true discipleship formation, churches are called to help all members to be empowered to use
their gifts in servant leadership. And, God calls and equips some for the particular task of pastoral ministry,
which must be cultivated, nurtured and trained. Ministry can never be about a single pastor, but it is about
identifying, equipping and empowering those servant leaders God puts in our midst."

            Our lenten journey together will walk through the ideas and concepts of servant leadership. I am looking
forward to this Lenten journey of self-discovery and re�ection.



      Also, as we continue our journey to feed people, we know that this journey is going to be constantly
changing. I hope you read through the rest of the newsletter to see what other exciting things are happening
in and for our whole community.

Blessings to you all!

Love, Pastor Devon

      If you are interested in learning more about what it means to be a member or a�liate member at
Wintergarden Presbyterian, please join us on Wednesday at 10:00am.

      This is a time when we share the mission, vision, and values of our congregation, when we get to know one
another a little more, and we explore what our hopes and expectations are for folks who "put their bucket
down" at Wintergarden.

      Hope to see you on Wednesday, March 13th at 10am. Thanks!



All have Gifts- Seriously? If you are interested in taking a spiritual gifts inventory, here are a few websites that
might be of interest to you. If you want to talk more about these and how you can use these spiritual gifts to
help the kingdom grow, please talk with Pastor Devon.

https://mintools.com/spiritual-gifts-test.htm

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/spiritual-gifts-online-assessment

http://giftstest.com

Enjoy!



     At the beginning of the month, Pastor Numa approached Pastor Devon to let us know Ebenezer Pentecote
are moving the food pantry back to their old building at the end of March, but are continuing to stay here for
worship and study. They were able to work out a lease purchase agreement with the landlord and are hopeful
this will work well for the 24-hour food pantry. I had planned to hold off on sharing this information until we
had more details, but Pastor Numa has already started to ask if volunteers will move with him. 

      Many of you might be asking what that means for us with the food pantry. We have a few options and
want to build a team of folks to help create a ministry to make an impact in on community regarding food
insecurity. 

         This process will take us a couple of months to do. And we are okay with that! We want to make sure
what we envision, create, and implement what is truly needed in Charlotte County to make a changing impact
in our community. If you would like to be part of this conversation, please let Beckie or Devon know. We will
begin meeting over the course of the next 2 weeks. 



        Thank you for your continued support of this ministry and we pray that God will lead us forward in a way
that we are able to feed people physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually. Thank you for your prayers
during this time of transition and learning as well. 

      Please let us know if you have any questions!

WE are SOIL MAKERS!
Friends, help us be soil makers! Our Garden in the Pines Community Garden is an o�cial site for
www.makesoil.org. Please bring your items to compost to the church every week.

MakeSoil is a decentralized solution to our food waste crisis, raising Soil Makers to turn the organic matter
going to landfills into planet-saving soil instead. Their website connects Soil Makers with Soil Supporters.
Click here to learn more about what can be composted: https://www.makesoil.org/map/site/wdLg4bj-
wintergarden-community-compost

Please let Michelle O'Connor know if you have any questions at 941-800-6933.

1. Our VISTA volunteer search has o�cially begun! The position is being advertised all over and we are
looking forward to beginning the interviews over the next 6 weeks. Our hope is that we have someone in
place during the month of April.

2. Heather is continuing free piano lessons for the community. She does accept donations as well! We are
able to do this through receiving the Blessing Grant from Peace River Presbytery.



3. On Sunday, March 31, Daniel Harnden with Boy Scout Troop 37, will be making a presentation to the
congregation during worship about the community garden project. Also, we are beginning the
conversation with our next scout as we continue to grow the garden!

4. The Session approved having a summer intern at Wintergarden. But that means we need to �nd a place
for the intern to live. You you know of a place that would be available, please let us know. We are
looking for donations towards covering the housing for the 3 summer months or for a gift of using
someone's home. Let Pastor Devon know if you are able to help.

Check here every month for the quick updates happening around Wintergarden!

Hoping to see for you on Friday night to help send the kids to Cedarkirk this summer. Looking forward to it!



See you at 5pm on Friday, March 15th.

Community Group Meetings

Bone Builders
During the month of March, Colleen is continuing to lead a "bone builders" strength training class that helps
prevent osteoporosis.

Join together on Monday and Thursdays from 10-11am. Bring your weights!
Alcoholics Anonymous

Meets Tuesday night AA Book Club meets in the library at 7pm.

Meets Friday night Closed Men's Meeting meets in the library at 7pm.

 
Charlotte Harbor Anthropological Society

Meets the 3rd Thursday of every month at 6:30pm. Here is information about about this NEW community
group.

The mission of the Charlotte Harbor Anthropological Society is to:

Preserve and protect prehistoric sites
Educate and reform
Foster research and publication
Develop private/public partnerships to advance historic tourism
Sponsor speakers and �eld trips

Narcotics Anonymous
Meets Sunday evenings in the library at 7pm.

 
Neighborhood Watch Groups

The Tatum Lake Neighborhood Watch Group takes place on the second Thursday of every month at 6:00 pm.
If you are interested in joining this effort for this neighborhood watch group, contact Jean
at jeaneetie@yahoo.com.

The O’Hara Neighborhood Watch Group takes place on the third Monday of every month at 6:00 pm. If you
are interested in joining the effort for this Neighborhood Watch Group, contact Denise
at twelve_d4three@yahoo.com.

 
Plant Based Foodies

Meets the �rst Monday of every month in the Sanctuary for a whole foods plant based meal with no oil and

mailto:jeaneetie@yahoo.com
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no salt. Meeting is from 6-8pm and includes a potluck of yummy food, a recipe demonstration, and
information on what it means to live a "Whole Food Plant Based Lifestyle."

 
Visually Impaired Peer Support Group

Meets Tuesdays in the library from 11am-1pm.

 

Work Day, Saturday, March 16, from 8-12-CONTINUED!
We have lots of outdoor projects to work on. Weeding in the garden beds, work in the Memorial garden, work
in the Community Garden, and even some inside projects to �nish. We will gather from 8-12. And we invite
everyone to bring a dish to share for a work day pot luck. Hope to see you there!

SUNDAY SCHOOL



Sunday School for the Adults
All are welcomed to join us for our study on the Book of Acts. We have been going through the journey of the
�rst disciples and the �rst groups of people who were becoming the church. This study is thought provoking
and allows us to dig deeper into the early days of the church and learn the stories of churches beginning. The
Book of Acts is also a book about the importance of relying on the power of the Holy Spirit and learning to
listen for God's call. Hope to see you on Sunday, at 11:00am for this new bible study. Lamont Andrews will
continue to teach and learn with you.
Sunday School for our Kids

As we move forward with the community garden, our kids will be working on playing, gardening,
communication, and growing in their faith through building relationships. The kids will have their own garden
bed and are excited about growing "pickles," salad and salsa �xins', and more!

If anyone would like to help Pastor Devon with this, please let her know. Thanks!

Finding Our Heartbeat in 2019



Over the course of 2019, we are going to dive deeper into what it truly means to be a vital congregation.
PCUSA has developed 7 marks of church vitality. Here are they are:

1.  Lifelong Discipleship Formation vs. complacent “Christian” piety; simply teaching good morals; offering
the latest programs. 

2.  Intentional Authentic Evangelism vs. “Jesus freaks;” “Christian” hypocrisy; a committee responsibility

3.  Outward Incarnational Focus vs. inward institutional survival; closed communities of
assimilation/exclusion

4.  Empowering Servant Leadership vs. the pastor’s job; monopolized leadership; hiring the young, energetic
pastor

5.  Spirit-Inspired Worship vs. self-gratifying worship; stale ritual divorced of meaning; consumer
entertainment worship

6.  Caring Relationships vs. any other social club; facades, hypocrisy and judgments of the “church” and
“religion”

7.  Ecclesial Health vs. unhealthy dysfunction; toxic environments; obsolete and irrelevant buildings

Each month or season, we will walk through what these "marks" mean in our lives, the life of our
congregation, how we work with and through the community, and how we grow to be the church God desires
us to grow to be.

Looking forward to walking through journey with you together!



Homeless Coalition Service Opportunities

So, we hope to see you on Tuesday, March 19th at 4:30p.m. to help us serve a meal to those who are in need
through the Homeless Coalition. Join us at 4:45p.m. at the Coalition, located at 1476 Kenesaw St, Port
Charlotte.

Looking at Islam Today
Thank you so much to Bill McKinnie for leading a wonderful discussion on Islam. We were blessed to have Dr.
Mohamad Al-Hakim, PhD, Assistant Professor of Philosophy from Florida Gulf Coast University lead a
wonderful conversation on Islam, as well as a visit to the local Mosque. The last session to the Mosque is on
Wednesday, March 5.

All are welcome, including friends.  For more information talk to Bill McKinnie.

Wintergarden Wordies Book Club, Tuesday March 12th @10



Join us on TUESDAY (day change), March 12th at 10am Mercer's Cafe to discuss "The Good Neighbor" by
Maxwell King. Read the book prior to coming to help liven the conversation!

Fred Rogers was an enormously in�uential �gure in the history of television and in the lives of tens of
millions of children. The Good Neighbor, the �rst full-length biography of Fred Rogers, tells the story of this
utterly unique and enduring American icon. Drawing on original interviews, oral histories, and archival
documents, Maxwell King traces Rogers’s personal, professional, and artistic life through decades of work,
including a surprising decision to walk away from the show to make television for adults, only to return to the
neighborhood with increasingly sophisticated episodes, written in collaboration with experts on childhood
development. The Good Neighbor is the de�nitive portrait of a beloved �gure, cherished by multiple
generations.

Heathy Recipes that Taste Good

30-minute Vegan Chickpea Noodle Soup

Ingredients
1 large yellow onion, diced
3 medium carrots, diced
3 celery stalks, diced
3 garlic cloves, minced
3/4 tsp of dried thyme
1 tbsn of brown rice �our (or any �our if you don't need it gluten free)
8 cups of low sodium vegetable broth
8 ounces of uncooked pasta
2 cups of canned or cooked chickpeas
2 cups of fresh spinach
1 tbsn of lemon juice
1/2 tsp of salt
fresh cracked pepper

Directions

1. Combine the onion, carrots, celery, garlic, thyme, red pepper �akes in a large soup pot; add ⅓ cup of
water, and sauté over medium-high heat until the onions soften, about 5 to 7 minutes. Add more water
as needed to prevent burning.

2. Stir in the brown rice �our. Continue to cook on medium heat, stirring constantly for another 2 minutes.
3. Add the vegetable broth, cover the pot, and bring to a boil. Once boiling, crack the spaghetti noodles in

half and add them to the pot. Reduce heat to a simmer and continue to cook, partially covered, for
another 12 minutes. Add the cooked chickpeas and continue to simmer for another 3 minutes.



4. Add the spinach, and cook for 1 more minute, just until the spinach is wilted. Turn off the heat, add the
lemon juice, salt, and pepper. Depending on the vegetable broth you use, you may need more or less
salt. Serve hot.

Calendar Update
Our calendar is fully updated and LIVE on our website. If you have questions on happenings at church, please
make sure you check the website. Here is the link: http://www.wintergardenpres.org/calendar/.

O�ce Hours
Devon's o�ce hours will be Monday and Wednesdays from 9:30am to 4:30pm. Feel free to stop by and see
her!

Beckie's o�ce hours are Wednesdays from 9 to 4. 

Volunteers in o�ce on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 10-12.

O�ce Hours: Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10-12.   Wednesdays 9 to 4.

Always remember, if there are any emergencies, please do not hestitate to call Devon on her cell phone at
941-525-6671. 

We give thanks to this team of people who help make everything happen!

Session: John Murray, Sharon Smith, Joy Swails, and Bob Swails (Clerk of Session)

Pastor: Devon Andrews

Music Director: Heather DeGroot

Bookkeeper: Kari Albanes

Administrative Assistant: Beckie Tokarski 

O�ce Volunteers: Bob Swails (Mondays)

AV Assistant: Lamont Andrews and Daniel Garland (thanks for volunteering!) 
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