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If you have accidentally been added to this newsletter, please just email Pastor

Devon at revdev08@gmail.com and ask to be removed. Sorry for any

inconvenience!

Looking forward to the license plates

to change colors in the parking lot as

well! We pray for our winter friends

as well as our local community this

fall. 

May everyone near and far be safe as

those plates change on the roads ;)

Dearest Church Family-

Well, this was my first week back in the office after 4 weeks away. What a gift it was
to be away and what a joy it is to be back! Know I missed you all dearly and look
forward to seeing everyone as time allows. Words can not even express the amount
of gratitude I have for the time away and for all of you!

This week starts off with meetings and getting back into the swing of things. Weldon
has already walked me around the property and shared the work that has happened
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in the Community Garden, in the building, and on the property. Heather and Suzanne
and I met to review how the past month went as well. And Pastor Lyn and I will be
having lunch next week to reconnect and chat through her time with all of you. 

There is so much that happened during my time away that I would love to gather us
all together for a meal and conversation. I want to share with you what I have learned
and explore ways to bring some of these learnings back into the rhythm of life at
Wintergarden and I want to hear from you about what you have learned while I was
away. In that learning, I want us to brainstorm ways to move forward to continue to
build a vital and healthy and sustainable congregation for our community. Together. 

I'd like to invite everyone to join for dinner on Tuesday, December 3 from 5:30-
7:30pm. We might finish before that, but would love to have blocked out time.    

As always, it is a joy being your pastor. And I am so grateful to be back. Looking
forward many more years to come as God continues to lead us forward together in
our community. God is good friends. All the time, God is good!

In Christ,
Pastor Devon 

Come and serve a wonderful meal to folks at the Charlotte County Homeless

Coalition on Tuesday, November 19 and December 17 at 4:30pm. What a

wonderful way to be servant leaders and in service to those in our community. 

4th Friday Family Fun Night Continues...Just on the 3rd Friday this month-

Friday, November 22, 2019 at 6pm. 



Everyone is invited to join us on Friday, November 22 from 6-8pm for our

"Advent Festival." Following dinner, we will talk about Advent, create items to

celebrate Advent at home with our families, and spend time preparing for the

season ahead. This will be a fun, everyone welcome, event to prepare our hearts

and minds for the holiday season. 

Then on Friday, December 27, we will take the kids ice skating for the afternoon

followed by dinner and movie. All are welcome to join us for dinner and a

movie. More details to come!

Bring a dish to share! Bring your hungry neighbor! Invite everyone you know to join
us for Thanksgiving dinner. It is a time to gather and be thankful for the many

blessings in our lives and how God continues to work in and through all of us in our
community. Eat, "drink," and be merry! Together. Looking forward to a meal together

where we can relax and be the church--fat and happy!  



Being Mortal was written by Atul Gawande, MD about how to have the conversations
around end of life. We started this conversation in July, and we will continue it on

Wednesday, December 4 from 10-1pm. Nafi from Tidewell Hospice will
join us as we continue these discussions. Bring your paperwork, or come to pick up
the paperwork. We will have a time for questions and answers as you work through

these documents. We will provide lunch. Registration for this conversation is
requested, but not required. If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Devon

at 941-525-6671 or revdev08@gmail.com. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VRkr09ZMI3w


As we approach our holiday season, we wanted to look at trying something different
for Christmas Eve. Years ago, Pastor Devon and her family attended a Christmas
Adam service ( "Adam" because Adam came before Eve...so the Christmas Adam
service was on December 23), and absolutely loved the service. More imporantly, it
was a great way to reach out to the community and offer another service for folks to
attend during the week of Christmas. The session thought it would be worth trying it

out. So this year, you and your family (and friends) are invited to join us on Christmas
Eve EVE on Monday, December 23 at 6pm for our family friendly Christmas service.

This will be a candlelight service as well. If you are still wanting a Christmas Eve
service on Tuesday, December 24, we are invited to join our friends at First

Presbyterian Church for their candlelight service at 7pm. 

Children's and Youth Sunday school will continue this Sunday. Pastor Devon is
looking forward to being back with the kids after her time away. 



Also, help for Children's/Youth Sunday School is Needed! Currently, Pastor Devon is
the only teacher. We need about 3 more folks to help with the teaching. Please let

Devon know if you are intersted. 

We are 4 months into running the Wintergarden Food Pantry. We are learning

so much about the processes and procedures for having the pantry and having

the food people need. As we continue to move forward, we are in need of more

volunteers to step up. The Wintergarden Food Pantry is officially up and

running. Volunteers are needed. If you can, please fill out this form to let us

know how you can volunteer. Click HERE for the form. You can see Patti Neis

for more information or you can call the office at 941-743-5335. 

https://forms.gle/rgvtJ3cmrQ761XWE8


Our study in the book of Romans has officially begun...but it isn't too late to join!
Romans is a book full of amazing wisdom and insight into what life was like for the

first Christians and how their wisdom applies to us today. Come and join Lamont and
others for this deep and throughtprovoking study of the book of Romans.  

Have you ever heard of Bone Builders? Bone
Builders incorporates stretching, balance, and

weight-bearing/resistance exercises. It is suited for
both men and women and was developed especially
for seniors to help reduce the risk of osteoporosis. It

is based on the fact that proper exercise stresses
bones and stimulated by the stress, bone density

increases.

Wintergarden has a Bone Builder's class that meets
every Tuesday and Friday at 10am. All are welcome

to join. 



The Community Garden

Have you seen how amazing the garden is becoming? The beds are almost
complete. Gardeners are working away and so much yumminess is growing!

When you get a chance, everyone working in the garden would love for YOU to come
and check it out! Especially Sean! His Eagle Scout Project is absolutely amazing!

Also a Garden Leadership Team is being created and we are going to move forward
with the food forest and accessiblity to the garden for people of all abilities. 

If you want to be involved in anyway, please let Pastor Devon or Weldon or Michelle
know. We would love to have you engaged in helping us help people feed their

families. 

Slow Cooker Apple

Butter

Ingredients: 

5 pounds apples (Macintosh or golden delicious work well), peeled, cored, and
sliced
½ cup apple cider
1 cup brown sugar
½ cup honey
2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon ground allspice
1 teaspoon nutmeg (optional)

Directions:
1. Put all ingredients into a slow cooker.
2. Cook on high for 2 hours.
3. Reduce heat to low and continue cooking for 6-8 hours, or until apples mash easily



with a potato masher or spoon.
4. Let cool and then store in airtight container(s) in the refrigerator.

Recipe is from www.plantbasedgabriel.com 
 

Ongoing Events:
SUNDAY

Sacred Space 8:30am
Traditional Service at 9:30am

Sunday School for youth and adults at 11:00am
NA Group at 6:30pm

TUESDAY
Bone Builders at 10am

AA Book Club at 7pm (Open)
WEDNESDAY

AA Big Book Group at 7pm (Open)
THURSDAY

Praise Team Practice on Thursdays at 3:00pm
FRIDAY

Bone Builders at 10am
4th Friday Family Fun Night from 6-8pm (only on the 4th Friday of the month)

AA Men's Group at 7pm (Closed)

Community Events:
Charlotte Harbor Anthropological Society

meets the 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:30pm

Neighborhood Watch Groups-

The Tatum Lake Watch Group meets the 2nd Thursday of every month at 6pm. If you
are interested in joining, please email Jean at jeaneetie@yahoo.com

The O'Hara Neighborhood Watch Group meets the 3rd Monday of every month at
6pm. If you are interested in joining, please email Denise at

twelve_d4three@yahoo.com
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